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might answer my desires and endeavours to serve him, and then I doubted not but I should be able to effect it. The King was pleased to answer that he made no doubt of that. "
My wife and eldest daughter being that night at Court, the girl was taken notice of for handsome.
January 2. I was to attend the French ambassador to give him an answer to a query ho put to me the day before, how a French footman that had robbed his master at Paris might be taken and punished here, where he had refuged himself.
I dined that day with my Lord Halifax at my Lord Conway's, Principal Secretary of State. I acquainted the King and my Lord Halifax at the same time with an affidavit made before me, as u justice of the peace, the same day, concerning a pre-contract between Mr. Thynne and Mistress Trevor, before his marriage with my Lady Northumberland. For there were endeavomrs to null the said marriage, it not having been consummated, and my Lady Northumberland having fled from Mr. Thynne into Holland. At all which the Court was not dissatisfied, the husband being one that had opposed its interest, and engaged himself in that of the Duke of Monmouth.
January 3. I gave the King a copy of the affidavit, which he had commanded me to prepare the day before. I was a long time that evening in discourse with the Duchess of Portsmouth, who was ill of a distemper, which she had long suffered under by fits, and declared that night she would get leave of the King to go for cure of to the waters of Buxton.
January 4. I carried a gentleman, one Mr. Grant, a great man of the fanatic party, to wait upon my Lord Halifax, who acquainted him with several treacheries committed by some great men and in good employment at Court against his lordship, and that had been instru-
